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PATRICIA GOEDICKE TO BE HONORED AT MEMORIAL ON SUNDAY
MISSOULA—
Through her poetry, her teaching and her life, University of Montana Professor 
Patricia Goedicke was an inspiration to countless UM students and community members.
Goedicke, who taught poetry at UM from 1981 to 2006, died this summer at age 
75 from pneumonia, a complication of lung cancer.
At 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 17, the University’s Department of English, in 
conjunction with the College of Arts and Sciences and the President’s Office, will honor 
Goedicke, a beloved colleague, at a memorial gathering in the Dell Brown Room in 
Turner Hall.
All are invited to attend.
Bom in Boston June 21, 1931, Patricia McKenna graduated from Middlebury 
College in 1953 and received a master’s degree from Ohio University in 1965. “Between 
Oceans,” her first book of poems, was written the year she married Leonard Wallace 
Robinson, editor, writer and “love of her life.” Leonard Robinson died in 1999.
Goedicke and her husband lived in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, during the 
1970s, where she wrote several books of poetry, including “Crossing the Same River,” 




Tireless in her devotion to the art of poetry, Goedicke became legendary for 
dramatic delivery and incisive editing in workshops at her McLeod Street home in 
Missoula -  the setting for many of her poems, the place where she “ran barefoot ... over 
the stony asphalt” to see the full moon “riding between clouds/over the windy 
streetlight.”
Goedicke wrote 12 books of poems during her career and received numerous 
fellowships and awards, including the William Carlos Williams Prize from “New 
Letters,” a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, a Rockefeller Foundation 
Residency in Bellagio, Italy, and the H.G. Merriam Award for contributions to literature 
in Montana.
She wrote free verse that was uncompromising in its engagement of political 
violence, sexual ecstasy, disease and what one critic called the “wonder and misery of 
being alive.”
Her most recent volume, “As Earth Begins to End,” was declared one of the top 
10 books of poetry in 2000 by the Aunerican Library Association. In the title poem, she 
declares, “Eve never been able to tell/where we end and the earth begins beyond us.”
A memorial scholarship fund has been established in Goedicke’s name at the 
University. Those who would like to contribute may do so by sending a check to the UM 
Foundation, P.O. Box 7159, Missoula, MT, 59807-7159. Please note “in memory of 
Patricia Goedicke” on all donations.
###
Note to editors: Photographs of Patricia Goedicke are available by contacting Patia 
Stephens, patia.stephens@umontana.edu or (406) 243-4890.
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